
GREATER FALL RIVER VOCATIONAL SCHOOL DISTRICT  

HOUSEBUILDING/FACILITIES SUB-COMMITTEE MINUTES 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CONFERENCE ROOM  

MARCH 14, 2019 

 

 In attendance: Donald DiBiasio, Paul Jennings, Joan Menard, Thomas F. Aubin, Gregory Brilhante, 

Deborah Kenney and Elvio Ferreira. 

 

 The meeting began with a roll call at 4:31 p.m.  

 

 It was moved by Ms. Menard, seconded by Mr. Jennings, and voted unanimously to dispense with the 

reading of the February 13, 2019 minutes and approve them, as recorded.  

 

 Mr. DiBiasio reviewed the applications for the 2019-20 Housebuilding project. Ms. Holly Borges and 

Mr. Seth Guinen were present at the meeting. Their property is located in Westport and is ready to build. Mr. 

DiBiasio explained that the foundation will need to be in by the start of school. They have started the financing 

process with BayCoast Bank. Mr. Aubin suggested that they get a construction loan preapproval letter. There 

was a discussion about the estimated cost of the project ($485,000). Mr. Cabral explained the building process.  

There was a discussion about the materials for the project. Mrs. Kenney explained that the Carpentry program 

could make the cabinets. Mr. Jennings asked Mr. Cabral if the home could be finished in one year. Mr. Cabral 

explained that the construction cluster would need to review the plans and details. Mrs. Torres stated that a 

meeting will be scheduled with the construction cluster and she will report.  

 

 The Committee called Ms. Stephanie Guitard, VP of Business Development for the Horace Mann 

Educational Associates (HMEA). Their application is to build a group home. Ms. Guitard stated that her 

organization has not purchased land just yet. They are looking at property in Swansea (Johemi Trail and Keiths 

Circle). Mr. DiBiasio asked if the project would be ready to start in September. Ms. Guitard explained that the 

goal is to have land by June. Mrs. Torres asked if HMEA is still currently looking for property as there is a 

concern with accessibility to and from the school. A 10-15 mile radius was suggested. There was a discussion 

about permits for a group home. Ms. Guitard stated that the HMEA is the owner and they will have tenants. Ms. 

Guitard stated that she would contact the town if there are any issues with building the home. Mr. Aubin 

suggested that she ask about the process regarding conservation. Mr. DiBiasio confirmed with Ms. Guitard that 

the funding is in place. Attorney Brilhante explained that there is an April deadline for the application. Ms. 

Guitard does not feel that the land will be purchased and ready by the end of April. Mr. DiBiasio explained that, 

due to the timing, it seems that the project should be for the next school year.   

 

 Mr. Cabral provided an update on the current housebuilding project. The sheetrock is complete, gas 

meter installed, siding being finished up, and the decks will be worked on soon. His hope is to have painting 

done next week and trim done. The project is on target. 

 

 Mrs. Kenney reported on the foyer security vestibule. A set of plans is needed for the project. Drummey 

Rosane Anderson, Inc. (architecture firm) quoted the school in the fall. The District does not have to go out to 

bid for architectural services (under $30,000). Once the plans are complete, the District can go out to bid for the 

construction of the project. Mr. Benevides explained that the scope of work has to be specific. 

 

 It was moved by Ms. Menard, seconded by Mr. Jennings, and voted unanimously to hire Drummey 

Rosale Anderson, Inc. for design services in the amount of $12,500. This includes the project management. 

 

 Mrs. Torres provided an overview of the work that will need to be completed to prepare for incoming 

students for the Medical Assisting Program. Room B114 is currently the freshmen Medical Assisting class, 

room B113 will need to be renovated next year and room B115 the year after. Renovations include installation 

of an ADA restroom, installation of sinks, HVAC, electrical, wall removal and asbestos removal. Mr. 

Benevides estimates that the entire project will cost $100,000, which includes $37,000 for plumbing. The 



students and instructors will complete the renovation. The only contractors are for flooring, ceiling, and the 

asbestos removal. Mrs. Kenney stated that the funds will come from the capital improvement account. 

 

 It was moved by Ms. Menard, seconded by Mr. Jennings, and voted unanimously to approve the 

renovation of classrooms for the Medical Assisting Program. 

  

 Mrs. Torres provided an update on the projects update – Westport sign, Veterans sign for Fall River, and 

Somerset Housing two signs are all ready to go. The ground needs to thaw before installation of the signs. 

Building and Property Maintenance is completing gate signs for the Fall River Reservation. The Westport 

lifeguard chairs will not be complete due to lack of funding. The Swansea lifeguard chairs are on hold due to 

the town beach renovation. The John Boyd Center building roof is being completed.  

 

  It was moved by Mr. Jennings, seconded by Ms. Menard, and voted unanimously to adjourn the Sub-

Committee meeting at 5:21 p.m. 

 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

       Lucy Thompsen 

       Lucy Thompsen 

 

Materials Included: February 13, 2019 Minutes 

   2019-20 Housebuilding Applications (Borges/Guinen and Horace Mann) 

   Plans/Quotes for Foyer Security Vestibule 

    

    
      


